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BRIEF PROJECT OUTLINE CHINA 2005

Further to our initial work in China in 2004 that
produced the film Brilliant City, we will be continuing
to explore the changing nature of urban life in the
country as it adapts the capitalist economic model.

Our aim is to establish a collaboration between D-Fuse
and artists at the forefront of Chinese audio and video
practice (like Lao Zhao/FM3, B6, Feng Mengbo), and
to create a vivid dialogue between the participating
artists, sharing ideas, observations and material in
order to produce a series of audiovisual works that
can be performed live, shown at festivals and in gallery
spaces, and will be presented collectively on a DVD
release.

We now want to establish a discourse between the
view from inside and the view from outside, which will,
we believe, create more intriguing work. One of the
effects of modernism in architecture, and later economic
globalisation, has been a homogenisation of urban
environments worldwide. This however can never be
complete, some sense of difference between cultures
and their social spaces always remains. We aim to
trace the tensions between these two poles, which is
especially visible in contemporary China.

This focus on specific location and detail will allow us
to utilise the methodology of psychoacoustic geography
developed in Paris by the situationists in the 1950’s
which explores in detail the unique sounds which tell
stories/bring emotions/poetic associations. These maps
will be generated visually from the stimulus of the
audio samples.

We will be focusing visually on the spaces around the
major rivers in the cities being researched. The
musicians will be encouraged to use sounds recorded
at the locations, or sounds they feel are representative
of the issues being investigated. They will also be
stimulated by footage shot around the Thames in
London to create the juxtaposition between the rivers
and environments. The project will cover 3 cities in
China, which are all unique in their surroundings and
regional culture, but are all tied to a central, city-based
waterway.

As well as the physical work produced, we aim to
arrange a live performance with participating artists in
China at the end of the project. We view this as the
start of an ongoing collaboration, which can be
performed worldwide and represent a unique and
fleeting moment. This can be furthered with site-
specific installations and live performances globally.



